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in Dragon Hall

This is a special edition all about ...
‘Steppmg Iinto Dl"ClgOl’l Hall' - because the project has

recently made great strides and we thought that you should know about what has been
achieved and learn about some activities planned for this summer, particularly for
families.

We have used extracts from their colourful and imaginative publications to convey
the range of their activities.

In many ways they have ‘wound back the clock’ to the original visions of “The Old Barge
Steering Committee’ and the Trust from the 1980s onward of Dragon Hall as a ‘heritage
centre’, open to the public at all times - the main addition to that vision being the focus
and skills of the National Centre for Writing and of the Project staff and participants.

This prompts the thought that without the sterling
work and enthusiasm of the original ‘movers and
shakers’, led by Chris Barringer, there would be no
Dragon Hall as we know it today - and no NCW
using it so creatively! See the last page for some
examples of the original vision for the Hall as a
heritage centre.
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Interpretation board in the Welcome Room, aka Swatman’s butcher’s shop

About the Project 1

The Stepping Into Dragon Hall project has enabled the National Centre for Writing (NCW) to create
new experiences for those visiting and engaging with Dragon Hall as both a heritage space and a
contemporary literature house. Over the past eight months they have: created new interpretation
boards and a venue map to allow self-guided visits to Dragon Hall; introduced new ‘drop-in’ visitor
hours from 10am-3pm on Sunday to Wednesday each week; recruited a team of volunteers to
support public access to the building; updated the commercial kitchen to be used also as a
community kitchen and created a Welcome Room which will soon operate as a box office and
shop.
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About the Project 2: Workshops & Activity Sessions

Alongside this activity, the National Centre for Writing have expanded their creative activity
programme, delivering creative writing and heritage learning workshops and drop-in
activity sessions for families, children and young people, Refugees and Asylum Seekers
and older residents. Throughout the work and publications created by these groups you will
see woven stories, real and imaginary, inspired by the Dragon Hall trading complex, its
inhabitants, the dragon, the processing of fish, the nearby church of St Julian, archaeological
excavations, pubs and many other themes. All of these have been greatly informed by the
previous research of the Dragon Hall Heritage Volunteers. It has been wonderfulto see the
creativity and enthusiasm with which participants and visitors have engaged with Dragon
Hall and its history, from windows full of decorated eggs by children taking partin the Dragon
Egg Easter trail to creative writing and illustrations inspired by the lived experiences and
imaginations of older residents and children.

Family involvement: story telling, shawls, refugees, drama ..........

Family days x 5

TUES 20 FEB 10AM-1PM

Medieval storytelling with
Storyteller and Author Dave
Tonge. Crafts and family friendly

show arounds.
Storytelling, songs and crafts

TUES 09 APRIL 1PM:3PM inspired by the people that once

Norwich Shawls workshop with lived in Dragon Hall.

the Costume & Textile
Association

Sunday 14 April 10AM-3PM
Norfolk Makers Festival family
day

Sunday 2 June 10AM-3PM
Family day
WEDS 21 FEB, 11AM-2PM

Family day for Refugee and
Asylum Seeker families

Drama with Hilary Thomson @ o

Coming up: 5 x family days on Sun 14 July and Monday 22 & 29 July and 5
& 12 August 10am-3pm.

5 x drop-in family days for refugee and asylum seekers on Tuesdays 23 & 30
July, 6, 13 & 20 August.




Home-Educated young learners, 11-13 year olds, and
students ..... even mindfulness ....

Norwich City College

Young people’s projects

What’s the story in Dragon
Hall? Picture book.

Wayward Adventurers Guild

Quest for
Over four sessions, the Missing Dragons
eleven Home-Educated young
learners aged 8-13 worked with
artist Rose Feather to create a
Choose Your Own Adventure

book of Dragon Hall.

Over three sessions, nine
young people, aged 1113
worked with Wayward
Adventurers Guild to create a
'Quest for theMissing Dragons'
trail which will be available for
families to complete over the
summer holidays.

38 children and adults
attended a celebration event
on Tues 4t June.

New NCW volunteer
team in place since April.

Story Makers Project Volunteers.

Over 10 sessionsbetween Feb - April
2024, volunteers have researched the
history of Dragon Hall withtraining from
Norfolk Record Office, Norfolk Museums
Service, Norfolk Heritage Centre and in
how to collect oral histories.

A second cohort of
volunteers were trained
on Tues 18" June.

The Story Makers' work will bepresented
as a digital exhibition from18 August.

Hello, my name

© Wayward
Adventurers Guild

Mindful ways to approach
Dragon Hall

Over four sessions, young
people with SENDfrom City
College Norwich worked with
NCW and writer Avani Shah to
learn about the history of Dragon
Hall and interpret this creatively.

New Volunteers,
story makers and
new research ...

Hello, my name is
Dragon .......
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About the Project 3: Story Makers

the Stepping into Dragon Hall project and they will be showcased for display

building materials.

The Story Makers have just submitted their final pieces of heritage interpretation as part of

August. The group have worked together over 12 weeks to explore different ways of
approaching and retelling the stories relating to Dragon Hall, including its contemporary
designation as a literature house. All pieces are distinct in their storytelling and formats
including a folk song, film, short stories, poetry and even a pop-up book. The themes they
have chosen to interpret include the tenement housing clearance of the 1930s to the

from 18th

=

Community Picture
Book, and Norfolk
Makers Festival .....

Schools Norfolk & Norwich Festival

7 x school visits (academic Build a Community Picture
years 3-8) exploring the history Book

of Dragon Hall and Norwich as Four family workshops on Sat
a City of Literature. Working 25 May - Sun 26 May

with writer Avani Shah in June .

and July 2024 Families created a page for a

community book inspired by
Dragon Hall and the people
who have lived and worked
here.

Makers, communications team and Step Into Dragon Hall project team.

Refit of welcome room as a shop front and box office, currently in development!

Bookable writers’ space on a Thursday and Friday, startingend of July.

School visits, Ot I’ ?]CtIVIty ,

AN
NORFOLK
MAKERS
FESTIVAL

13-21 Apr 2024

Talk on the history of Dragon
Hall by Richard Matthew on
Weds 17 April and a day of
outreach craft activities at The
Forum on Monday 15 April.

A vision for the space ‘The Butcher’s
Shop Re-born’? ....
Ongoing interpretation and resource creation. Created by community groups, Story aka The welcome

Room .... plus

Commercial kitchen has been updated to be used also as a community kitchen. kltChen I‘e-flt nooc




A choose-your-own-adventure book, written and illustrated by artists
and authors aged 8-13
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The Wolfson (Welcome Room), Coetzee and Smith Rooms (aka
Visitors | 'Butcher's Shop & Rectory Rooms') are open for Visitors drop-in
Drop-In | sunday to Wednesday, 10.0 to 3.0.

‘Stepping Into Dragon Hall’
Funders

This flagship capital and engagement
project is kindly supported by:

Made possible with

ARTS COUNCIL Heritage = TheWolfson*
#u® | ENGLAND Fund Foundation

About the Project 4: What Happens Next? - the story continues!

The Step into Dragon Hall project draws to a close at the end of August but
National Centre for Writing are committed to continuing to explore heritage
through creative writing. They have received funding from the Linbury Trust for
a programme of activity ‘Telling Our Stories: Creative Writing & Heritage for
AW’ which will commence in September. This programme will provide free
engagement opportunities for older people (age 60+) and Refugee & Asylum
Seekers (various ages), facilitating the opportunity to voice and share their
stories on themes of Norwich’s heritage, creative writing, and food.

The Stepping into Dragon Hall project has been made possible by Arts
Council England, National Lottery Heritage Fund, Norwich Freemen’s
Charity, the Wolfson Foundation and the Geoffrey Watling Charity.

o With thanks to the National Centre for Writing, Lizzie Figura
- Drane, (Programme Engagement Officer), Hannah Garrard,
the artist Rose Feather and all the contributors for most of
the text and images.




BACK TO THE FUTURE?
As mentioned above, the Project marks a partial return to the

original vision for Dragon Hall:

o Aims of a proposed Trust in 1985 to run Dragon Hall as a heritage

centre:
“To fulfil the purposes .... of a Heritage Centre for the local population, tourists, visitors,
schools, teachers, students etc, through the provision of educational material and
displays, with meeting rooms for groups incorporating study material with archive
photographs, slides, maps, documents, fact sheets, microfilms etc”.

e From draft of a publicity leaflet c.1987:

“As a Heritage Centre Dragon Hall will house both permanent and changing displays
and act as a centre for students, societies and organisations as well as the citizens of
Norwich .... There will be visual aids, archive material, a small restaurant and a shop ....
Visits could be linked with a boat trip and displays can include material from the Broads.”

e A Reportin 1990

Bringing the Dragon
Back to Life

An amazing discovery in 1979 has led to ambitious plans for a Norfolk

. heritage centre in the ancient heart of Norwich. After five centuries of

" neglect and decay, the Norfolk and Norwich Heritage Trustis bringing
Dragon Hall in King Street back to life.

e Eastern Evening News 1998
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